Nature of Religion—The Myths

We have been discussing myths within the context of Mircea Eliade’s concept of sacred time.   We have used several myths from a worldwide perspective from Primal Myths– but now it’s your turn.  Choose ONE MYTH that WE HAVE NOT COVERED or WILL COVER IN CLASS (if you choose one covered on the syllabus your paper will not be graded) and analyze the myth (note:  this excludes Bible and Quran, as well as the other myths read to date).  Otherwise, the culture and myth is up to you. 

A good paper will…

· Be well organized.                              
· Use only Eliade, Sproul, Tillich, Smith to define religion and the culture analyzed in your paper.  .  Eliade should be central for your analysis. 
· Summarize your myth without retelling it.
· Explain how it asks the questions of religion, as per Barbara Sproul’s introduction.  
· Apply Eliade’s theory in analyzing the myth.  Where do we find space established?  Is nature used?  Examples of ritualizing the myth? And WHY do we find these things in the myth, as per Eliade? 

· How would Eliade consider your myth an expression of sacred time?  Make sure you understand thoroughly what Eliade means by sacred/reversible time.  
· Would Tillich and/or Smith apply?
Your paper should be around 5 pages, plus bibliography.  Remember to use the sources and always note where you get your information.   A paper without referenced sources will be returned to you.

No cheating!  
This is a formal paper, so avoid the use of “I” and casual tone, and watch grammar, spelling, syntax, etc.  

A paper with more than three capitalization, spelling, grammar, punctuation mistakes on the first page, as well as non-italicized or n0n-underlined titles, will be handed back, too. Please remember that this is FORMAL work! 
